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the Minister has his own house apart, in which
Preaching is held. There is also a sort of Bailiff,
whom they call Seneschal, who has charge of Justice.
All their houses are merely of boards, and are
covered with thatch. There is as yet no masonry,
except in the chimneys. ‘

As the forests supply many stout pines, the people
make boards by means of their mills, which they
have for this purpose.

They have found some very suitable lands, which
the savages had formerly prepared, on which they
plant corn and oats, for their beer, and for the horses,
of which they have a great many. There are few
lands fit to be tilled, as they are narrowed by hills,
which are poor soil; that obliges them to separate
from one another, and they already hold two or 3
leagues of territory.

Trade is free to every one, which enables the sav-
ages to obtain all things very cheaply: each of the
Dutch outbidding his companion, and being satis-
fied, provided he can gain some little profit.

This settlement is not more than 20 leagues from
the Agniehronons; there is access to them either by
land or by water,—the River on which the Iroquois
dwell falling into that which passes by the Dutch;
but there are many shallow rapids, and a fall of a
short half-league, past which the canoe must be
carried.

There are several nations between the two Dutch
settlements, which are 30 German leagues apart,—
that is to say, 50 or 60 French leagues. The Wolves,
whom the Iroquois call Agotsaganens, are the near-
est to the settlement of Renselaerswick or to the fort
of orange.” Several years ago, there being a war



